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said, " you may kill me, but you shall never drive me
off this field."

On another occasion he was called.up before the
master for speaking loud in school. He had been
interested in a problem in arithmetic. Suddenly
the scholars were startled by seeing him strike his
head with his hand, and exclaim, unconscious of the
rule and the silence he was breaking, " Old head, I
knew you could do it."

These pleasant school-days had their ending. The
only property possessed by the family was the lands
they held in Kentucky. The widow strove to pay
the taxes and hold the property; but her means
were too slender, and it was all lost. Their declining
fortunes seemed to render it imperative that the
youngest child should meet the fate of ordinary
country lads of the time; and arrangements were
made, without consulting him, to apprentice him to
a tradesman.

He had been associating with those whose ambi-
tions were in intellectual fields. His Thespian
Society and his Debating Society had produced
their effect. The Greek and Latin authors he had
read had presented pictures to his young mind little
in accordance with manual labor. He was but thir-
teen years old when this announcement was made to
him. He not only peremptorily declined to enter
into the arrangement, but told those who had pro-
posed to make it for him that they were released
from any further responsibility as to his affairs, and
that he would manage them himself.

He commenced looking about at once for employ-
ment, and soon found a position in a neighboring
town as clerk in a country store, where every variety

t alone. He struggled on
